
PRESIDENT’S LETTER - 2

A POEM TO SANTA - 3

THANKS TO OUR MEMBERS - 4

FROM JOHANNA’S DESK - 6 

JAKE’S JOURNEY - 7

WINTER NEWSLETTER

1
The Toledo Animal Rescue would like to thank 

HOT Graphics for supporting the Rescue. hotgraphics.us

Without  YOU, 
it wouldn’t be PAWssible.

Rescue’s Year in Review 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR ARRIVES
Johanna Rahkonen joined the 
Toledo Animal Rescue team in April 
of 2019. The Rescue is benefitting 
from her vast animal advocacy 
experience and her devotion to the 
welfare of shelter animals. We are 
lucky to have her at the Rescue.

KITTENS EVERYWHERE!
Many shelters, including Toledo 
Animal Rescue, were overwhelmed 
with litters of unwanted kittens this 
year. The Rescue managed to care 
for and eventually adopt out several 
litters of kittens to loving homes.

YOGA & WINE EVENTS
This year we had two yoga events 
that both involved fitness, wine and 
animals! Driven Fitness and Bee 
Free Yoga both held separate events 
to raise awareness and money for the 
Toledo Animal Rescue. We appreciate 
their support.

WALKS & WAGS
We held our first annual Walks & 
Wags event at Walbridge Park on 
September 29th. Although we did 
experience a little rain, that didn’t 
stop the community from coming 
out to show their support. Everyone 
enjoyed a day of pets, vendors, raffles 
and food! 

MORE EVENTS
We had our annual Friends of the 
Rescue Picnic, Rescue Reunion, 
Hair of the Dog (& Cat) Brunch and 
Celebration of Wine & Food to raise 
money and awareness. We’re grateful 
for the support of our sponsors and 
to everyone who participated in these 
events!

STAY INFORMED
Each month we will share adoption 
stories, upcoming events, and other 
Rescue-related news in our
e-newsletter. 

Visit toledoanimalrescue.org and
sign up on our homepage.



640 WYMAN STREET
TOLEDO, OHIO 43609

419-382-1130 • (fax) 419-382-7248
Website: toledoanimalrescue.org
Donate: toledoanimalrescue.org/donate 
Store: toledoanimalrescue.org/shop.html
Email: info@toledoanimalrescue.org

HOURS
Open: 
Wed, Thurs, Fri  - 12:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Sat, Sun, Mon - 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Closed: 
Tues & Holidays

RESCUE TEAM
Johanna Rahkonen - Deputy Director
Janie Perry - Operations Manager
Shelby Kaseman - Kennel Tech
Tera Wetherbee - Kennel Tech
Mikayla McRae - Kennel Tech
Tina Stoner - Receptionist & Adoption    
                          Coordinator
Charley Linden - Marketing Consultant

VETERINARY CARE
Susan Burke DVM
Megan Matthews RVT

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Patti Ankney
Jim Bishop
David Boudouris DVM
Kate Kelley
Pam Koontz
Nancy Ligibel
Mike Myers DVM
Jackie Porter
Wendy Poskarbiewicz

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
As we anticipate the upcoming holiday season, we often think of all 
of the wonderful things that the holidays include: time with families, 
wonderful food, gathering with friends, warmth, comfort, peace 
and love. As we also know, many in our communities do not get to 
experience these wonderful aspects of the holiday season. While I 
know my own pets Willow, Maggie, and Rudolph (the red-nosed 
kitten) will be part of our family celebrations and will have their 
own gifts under our tree, many animals in this community and the 
surrounding area will not see that this year.

Thankfully, the Toledo Animal Rescue can provide a little holiday cheer 
for the animals in our care while they wait patiently for their forever 
homes. The demand for a safe place to surrender a pet and a reputable 
place to adopt a new family member is present, and if we don’t answer 
the call of those that can’t speak for themselves, who else will hear? 

I would like to personally thank everyone who continues to support 
our no-kill Rescue. Whether it is sending us monetary donations, 
dropping off food or blankets, shopping at our online store, or 
attending one of our fundraisers – WE TRULY APPRECIATE YOU!

To all of you who continue to remember us on a regular basis 
throughout the year, THANK YOU! We can’t make all of our “Happy 
Tails” a reality without each and every one of you. 

May you have a wonderful and peaceful holiday season!

Kate Kelley 
Board President 
Toledo Animal Rescue
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Toledo Animal Rescue is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
The Rescue doesn’t receive any government funding and relies solely on donations.

BEE FREE YOGA 
BENEFIT

On June 27th many took part 
in outdoor yoga in the vineyard 

at the Majestic Oak Winery. 
A portion of proceeds were 

donated to the Toledo Animal 
Rescue. It was a a lot of fun and 
the guests enjoyed some wine 
and beer after their workout.
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A Rescue Poem
to Santa

Dear Santa, all we want for this special holiday
is a family to love and new home to stay. 

A happy home we can call our own
and some catnip, a collar and even a bone!

These nice Rescue folks show kindness and love.
We think they are angels sent from above.

The Rescue team knows all of our names.
They always find time for snuggles and games!

Our kennels are comfy, warm, clean and dry.
We’re longing for families and sometimes we cry.

None of us go hungry and we’re always well-fed.
We dream of new homes while we lie in our beds.

Oh Santa! Oh Santa! We hope you understand.
The Rescue folks keep doing all that they can.

They promised us homes, families and fun...
and told us our waiting soon would be done. 

It’s almost Christmas, and so many remain... 
the old and the shy, the quiet and the plain.

We are very loyal, loving, deserving and kind.
We are the best companions that you’ll ever find.

The Rescue’s work is so far from over.
The sick and injured need their help to recover.

They also need help with the bills that accrue.
We hope there is something more you can do!

Please give to this no-kill Rescue in need.
We know there can be no greater good deed.

You’ll help to save those of us without a voice
because not having a family wasn’t our choice.

Every donation we receive from you - big or small
will help us find our forever homes, one and all!

Follow us on
Facebook & Instagram

Visit toledoanimalrescue.org and select 
“SHOP” from the top navigation.
Every purchase helps the Rescue! 

We add new items all the time.

WINTERNEWS19

All proceeds benefit the Toledo Animal Rescue. Discount code expires March 31, 2020
and can only be used once. Restrictions may apply. 

GET15% OFF YOUR 
HOLIDAY SHOPPING

AT THE RESCUE STORE!
USE THIS CODE AT CHECKOUT TO 

SAVE 15% OFF 
EVERYTHING IN YOUR CART:

Visit toledoanimalrescue.org/donate to make a tax-deductible donation online.



We would like to extend our gratitude to all of our past 
and present members. This will be the last year we publish 
a members list in our newsletter. A permanent list of our 

members can be found at toledoanimalrescue.org/members. 
We invite you to keep an eye out in the coming months for

new ways to help the Rescue!
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THANK YOU TO OUR MEMBERS

CORPORATE MEMBERS
Lawrence Boesel
Mable Bridgeman
Wilson & Jenean Eshoo
Dr. James Harrell
Rick Kortier
Robin Prettyman
Debra Worley-Heard
Dr. Tim Valko

LIFE MEMBERS
JoAnn Abbott
Kimberlee Adams
Robert E. Adkins
John Ajarneki
Marguerite Allen
Peggy Amey
James M. Anderson
Mrs. Daniel T. Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. Don. W. Andrews
Andrew Archer
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Armstrong
Cassie Armstrong
Debra J. Lutife Ashton
James J. & Nina Avolt
John Azarnicki
Denise Balduff
Mrs. Russell Banfield
Dr. & Mrs. Ted Barber
Richard P. Barchent
Bryon J. Bartley
John Barvian
William F. Bates
Gayle Bayer
David C. & JoAnn Bell
Robert Bell
Mrs. Richard Bayer
Gloria Beach
Gary Beach
Carol A. Beale
Susan M. Bedra
Michael Behar
John Belcher
David C. Bell
Robert Bell
Donna Benjamin
Mrs. Al Bennett
Kenneth R. Bennett
Marshall Bennett
John Bergener
FiFi & Kelley Berry
Robert Bevec
Debra Thompson-Blackburn
Mr. & Mrs. Jamie Blackford
Robert Bleckner
John R. Block
Mrs. Harold Boeschenstein
Dr. Lawrence F. Boesel 
M D Bohls
Brian Bolander
Mr. Richard S. Bonesteel
Fred W. Bostleman
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Botek
Dr.  & Mrs. David Boudouris
Sandra Bowen
James Bradley
Robert Brenner
Mable A. Bridgman
Jan Rex Brock
Mr. & Mrs. Robert O. Brunner
Rilma Buckman, PHD
Carol Buczynski
Kristin Burgy
James & Jennifer Buschur
Gary I. Calmes
Jack H. Canfield

Kim Caris
Susan Chalmers
William D. Chinni
Grace Ann Christopher
Ginny Klewer Church
Shirley Churchill
James Cisterino
Ron L. Coffman
Frederick Cohn
William H. Coine
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Conroy
Jeffray Coolman
Victoria Coons
Douglas C. Cornell
Terry Cornell
William W. Cottle
Mildred A. Cowell
Mr. & Mrs. Wallen Crane Jr.
Robert C. Crawford
Larry Cugini
Thomas H. Criqui
Marsha Crippen
Wayne G. Current
Stan Czerminski
Jane R. Daiber
Susan M. Daly
Milo Chrissie Danzeisen
Mia & Charlie Danzelsen
Mrs. Robert H. Davies
Dr. Stacy Bowen Davis
Carrol Demusky
Mrs. Thomas A. DeVilbiss
Jeffery Turner DeVilbiss
Steven Allen DeVilbiss
Robert C. DeVoe
Carl Disbrow
Henry A. Doder
John A. Donofrio
Mrs. Howard Driggs
Mrs. David Duncan
Mrs. John Duncan Jr.
Mary Duwve
Barbara Earle
Janice L. Eckel
Eleanor F. Edgington
Employee Benefit Options
James H. Engler
Mrs. James H. Engler
Mr. & Mrs. Richard D. Estell
Mrs. Jason Everett
Mrs. Clinton B. Ewell, Sr.
Jill Falls
Robert Falk
Mark Feigenbaum
Mr. & Mrs. George N. Fell, II
Judith P. Finkel
Mrs. Garth Flettner
Julianne Flick
Elizabeth M. Foley
Stephen Forman, Jr.
William R. Foster
Marti Limpf Franco
Mitchell Fries
Rebecca Fuhrman
Jack & Pam Fynes
John  & Cynthia Galbraith
Jill Gallon
Ann Galloway
Mrs. James A. Ganoom
Willis Garwood
Mitchell Gaudynski
Mrs. Thomas Geracioti
Mr. & Mrs. Kurt J. Gerdenich
Laura Gerdenich
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Gerdenich
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Gerdenich

Scott Gerdenich
Rudi Gerdenich
Kathleen E. Gibson
Gratia Gikling
Tim Gladieux
Virginia Griffis
Mr. & Mrs. Edward J. Gouvier
Terry Grady
Shelia Gramenz
Mrs. Bud L. Grose
Erin Elizabeth Grubb
Mary Elizabeth Grubb
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Grzechowiak
Dr. Roger Gussett
Mrs. Allen D. Gutchess, Sr.
Mrs. Altoise Guy
Chip Guy
Mrs. Donald Haberstock
Fred Hadorn
Ray & Nancy Harder
Robert G. Harpel
James Harrell
Mrs. John S. Harris
Lola Harter
Daniel Hasselschwert
Patrick Hawkey
Debra Worley-Heard
Dr. Ned B. Hein, DDS
Lewis R. Heldt
Mrs. Larry Henning
Karen Hensley
Mrs. Robert Herd
Marianne S. Hewlett
Ralph V. Higgins
Peter J. Hoffman
Robert E. Holder, Jr.
Richard Hosman
Randy K. Hottinger
Robert J. Huebner
Molly Hunt
Mr. & Mrs. Stewart T. Hunter
Sue Ellen Hunter
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Hunter
Maurice Isaacson
Marshall N. Isenberg
Sandy Isenberg
David Isherwood
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Janis
Josephine A. Janis
Michael Janowiecki
Karl Jeffers
John Jermone
Mr. & Mrs. Steven J. Johnson  
Newton Johnson, Jr.
Jeanne Johnston
Mrs. George M. Jones
Phillip Joseph
Steven & Mary Karr
Richard J.  Keenan
David Keller
Kathryn Kelley
Mrs. John J. Kendrick
Bishop Brian Kennedy
Mrs. Michael Kerekes
Richard Killoran
Margaret Ann Kindinger
Elizabeth E. Klenk
Dr. Donald Knepper
Dorothy C. Knight
Darla Koepke
Pamela Koontz
Mrs. Chris T. Kopan
Rick Kortier
Mrs. Richard Kott
Mrs. James H. Kreuz
Rosemary Krizman

Vickie L. Kroll
Norman C.  Kuhlman
Bonnie Kupa
Phyllis Kustra
Janie L. Lahey
Ruth G. Lambert
Tahree Lane
Robert W. Lawless
Donald Leary
Joseph & C.J. Leffler
Lucy Lehsten
Christina LePre
Martha Carroll Lewis
Mrs. Michael Ligibel
Earl Liljequist
Patricia Limpf
Gordon T. Lisser
Patricia Lozny
Mr. & Mrs. Cary W. Loos
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lucarelli
Mr. & Mrs. Victor Lucarelli
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Lucarelli  
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Lucarelli   
Mr. & Mrs. Rob Ludeman
Devon Lutife 
Susan A. Mag
Sylvia Manson-Righi
Joann Marie Martin
William & Mary J. Martin
Penny Martinez
Steve & Lisa Mason
Wiley Mavis
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Mayer
Mr. & Mrs. Clint M. McBee
Margaret J. McCarthy
McCarthy Tile Company
Mrs. Dennis McClung
Lionel McIlwain
Sharon McKisson
Beverly Wolcott McLove
Dr. Ronald A. McMaster
Mrs. William H. Meffley
John & Lisa Melby
Karen J.  Merrels
Mrs. George L. Merrill
Caroline Merritt
Lynne E. Merritt
Herbert R. Metzger
James L. Meyer
Richard Michalak II
William F. Michalski
Norma Midcap
Kevin & Carol Middleton
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Midkiff
Harold L. Miller
Geraldine R. Miller
Trudy Black Miller
Jeffrey G. Millns
Arthur L. Milstein
Irvin Mindel
Marianne Molnar
Robert Mong
Mrs. Paul G. Mook
Moore Chrome Products Co.
Alan Moore, DVM
Craig Moore
Patricia M. Moore
Mrs. J. Glenn Morgan
Dr. & Mrs. Harvey E. 
Muehlenbeck
Lamora R. Mueller
Michael Munger
Mrs. Paul T. Murray
Charles & Zoellen Murphy
Mrs. Margaret Myers
Dr. & Mrs. Michael P. Myers

My husband and I have been married 
almost two years and both came into 
the marriage with a dog of our own. 
We decided we wanted to add one 
more piece to complete our puzzle. 

From the moment we were 
introduced at the Rescue, we knew 
Roxy would make a great addition to 
our family.

As part of the adoption process, she 
was introduced to her future
brothers – a 4-year-old German 
Shepherd and a 5-year-old 
Coonhound. Three days later we 
were allowed to take Roxy home. 

Our family lives on just under an acre 
of land in Temperance, Michigan and 
this sweet girl loves to play in the 
open space with her bothers.

She’s the sweetest and most loving 
little girl! It’s only been two weeks, 
but we can’t imagine our lives 
without her. 

Thank you, Toledo Animal Rescue!

Kristy Frankhouse & Family

LETTER FROM ROXY

ROXY

ROXY & BROTHERS



MAKE SURE TO VISIT US ONLINE!
toledoanimalrescue.org

•  See the animals that are currently available for adoption

•  Make a secure donation

•  Fill out an adoption application

•  Sign up for our e-newsletter

•  Fill out a volunteer application

•  Check out our event calendar

•  Shop at our online Rescue Store

Katherine Adams Nameche
Bill Neiderman
Jonell Neimeyer
Mr. & Mrs. Wm L. Newman
Francine & Wayne Newton
Robert L. Newton
Retha & Joseph Niedecken
Dr. Jack R. Niggemyer
Catherine Noble
M. Milligan Nobrega
Ellen Avery Novak
Dr. William G. Novak
Mrs. Jacqueline Nowak
Frank Oakes
Mr. & Mrs. Francis O’Brien
Judy O’Brien
Lynn E. Olman
Curt & Alison Osmun
Henry A. Page
Kristin A. Page
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas H. Page
Arnold H. Page, Jr.
Arnold H. Page, Sr.
Mitzi A. Peatee
Ruddolph A.  Peckingpaugh
Isabel H. Perry
Mrs. George F.  Peters, Jr.
James & Stacy Petot
William Pfaff
Robert G. Pierce
Rosemary Ogden Pierne
Janet Pindoley
Madlynn G. Pizza
Mrs. Harold Platt
Ray & Kim Pohlman
Jacqueline Porter
Vane V. Porter
Wendy Poskarbiewicz
Mrs. Robert Post
Mrs. Richard E. Potts
Rita M. Prebe
Robin Prettyman
Dorothy M. Price
Progressive Accounting
Jeff Pugh
Curtice Pulcini
Mrs. Paul Putman
Mrs. John B. Rank
Ransom Family Foundation
Richard Ransom
Mrs. Barnes W. Rathbun
William Rathbun
Fredrica S. Read
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Rees
David Reinhart
Mrs. Lewis A. Reiser
George Reiser
Vivian Renner
Mrs. Stephen Reynolds
Larry Rice
Sam L. Rice, Jr.
Adaline Richards
Jeanne M. Richards
Sarah Richards
Merita Riley
Denise Robedeau
Eugene A.  Robedeau
Joann Robedeau
Dr. & Mrs. Wm H. Roberts
Pamela Roberts
Mrs. Newton C. Rochte
Troy & Dawn Roeske
Mrs. Horton C. Rorick
Jim Ruckman
Megan L. Samuels
Robert B. Sautter
Sautter’s Food Center
June Saxe
Lin A. Schaefer
Michelle Schanpp
Joseph J. & Marie P. Schedel 
Foundation
Kenneth Schmenk
Ronald Schmidt
Dr. & Mrs. Daniel J. Schoeck
Allan & Joan Schroeder
Howard & Delores Schultz
Rebecca Schultz
Faye H. Schutt
Carol Schwartz
Doris M.  Seaman
Philip & Judi Selden
Steven & Nancy Serchuk

Jean W. Serpa
Dr. Ronald Shapiro
Sharon Sharfman
Mrs. John J. Shea, Jr.
Lewis & Vyvyan Shelton
Audrey Sherman
Robin Shermis
L. Wayne Siddens
Paul G. Sieben
Jim & Becky Sillery
Kyle A. Silvers
Sharon Simmons
Bruce G. Sinner, Sr.
Sarah Skow
W. R. Slater
June M. Sloan
Steven D. Slusarski
Bruce L. Smith
Dr. Marilyn Smith
Mrs. Richard E. Smith
Joseph Smolinski
Lillian H. Snavely
Mr. & Mrs. Merrell J. Solowin
Dr. Kevin J. Soncrant
Ivy South
Mrs. John A. Speiss
Mrs. Billie Jean Spillis
Patrice C. Spitzer
Judy St. Jean
Mr. & Mrs. Louis F. Stark
John Starr
William R. Steele
Barbara Schrader Stein
Thomas Steiner
Carol A.  Steinmiller
Mr. Lowell Steusloff
Marie L. Stevic
Dortha B. Stewart
Barbara A. Stickney
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald E. Stieben
David Stonehill
Mrs. Steven Stranahan
Mrs. Robert A. Stranahan, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. David Strickler
Kathleen E. Sweeney
Dr. Robert A. Taylor
Susan R. Taylor
Jeffrey B. Tennant
Harry Tennery
Ann  Thieman
Mary Anne Tigges
Mrs. Pat Timmerman
Ron Tindall
Mrs. Robert Tinney
Sharon Tippit
Mrs. Jean Toepfer
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Trimmer
Vicky Turner
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Tuschman
Mrs. George Urschel, Jr.
George Van Sickle
John H. Vance
Joanne Vargo
Bruce & Joanne Veilleux
Stephen & Paula Verhoff
Mr. & Mrs. Al J. Versprille, Jr.
Joanne M. Vick
John H. Vocke, IV
Mrs. Theodore Vogt
Donald M.  Vollmar, Jr.
Donald M.  Vollmar, Sr.
Cynthia J. Vroman
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Vroman
Joan C. Wagner
Gary Walker
Timothy & Kateri Walsh
Carol Menough Waltz
Mrs. Michael D. Wanatik
Ann Myers Ward
Lawrence Watkins
Mrs. Estelle Watson
Thomas I. Webb
Lynn Webb
Mrs. A.D. Wells
Janet Werkman
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph B. Werner
Jackie Rousseau Werner
Peg Werner
Brad & Louise White
Mr. & Mrs. Hugh David White
Stephanie White
Mrs. Bruce Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Donald A. Williams

Victoria Williamson
Thomas G. Wing
William H. Wolfe
Glendine L. Wooldridge
Debra Worley Heard
Roger Wyman
Xcelity Services, Inc.
Mrs. James Yee
Mrs. Marti J. Zarkower
Irene Laettner Zawadzki
Saundra Zima
Paul & Peggy Zimmerman
Dr. Robert H. Zimmerman

PATRON MEMBERS
Marquerite Allen
Bill Arner
Linda Augustyniak
Joseph Bocian
Calgie Electric
Thomas & Debra Dehaven
Wilson & Jenean Eshoo
Nancy Harder
Dan & Connie Hasselschwert
Robert & Susan Johnson
Carol & Kevin Middleton
Kevin & Karen Pituch
Nelson Pixler
Gayle Schaber
Judith & Russell Schultz
Naomi Spencer
Jeffrey Stoll
Jane Sweeney
Wesley & Stacey Valley
Marcia Wijas
Paul Wroe

5

THANK YOU TO 
EVERYONE

WHO DONATED
TO THE RESCUE

in 2019.

ACTIVE MEMBERS
Katherine Adams-Nameche
Daniel & Carol Arnold
Richard Baker, Jr
Evelyn Bembenek
Jim Bishop
Dorothy Bowen
Anna Mae Bowles
Lynn Chandler
Allie Cocke
Elodie Eckenrode
Raymond Fall
Jack Frahn
Joel & Janet George
Terri Gill
Loraine Grandpair
Judy Keel
Holly Knight
Barbara Lane
Joann Marie Martin
Betty McKinney
Carolyn McVicker
Robert & Karen Mohr
John Napieralski
Ellen Avery Novak
Mary Alice Powell
Michael & Audrey Sherman
Mary Smith
Jill Taylor
Carol & Walt Tylicki
Bonnie Wakefield
Jim Walters
Bob & Susie Zimmerman

Without  YOU, 
it wouldn’t be

PAWssible.

As a volunteer, you can help the Toledo Animal Rescue save hundreds of 
cats and dogs -- giving them the opportunity to find loving new homes. 
Your contribution of time and effort is greatly appreciated and 
always welcome!

In order to volunteer you must be at least 18 years of age, sign 
a liability release waiver, and attend a comprehensive volunteer 
orientation.

We look forward to meeting you. Our volunteers do such amazing 
work and we really enjoy having them at the Rescue.

Visit toledoanimalrescue.org to learn more about giving us a helping 
hand (paw).

WOULD YOU LIKE TO Volunteer?



Cleaning Supplies
Dawn Dish Soap
Bleach (Clorox)
Laundry Soap
Dryer Sheets
Paper Towels
Toilet Paper (sewer safe)
Swiffer Dusters Refills
Trash Bags (33 & 13 gallon)

Pet Care Supplies
Cat Toys (no catnip)
Dog Toys (Kongs)
Hills Science Diet Food
Collars/Leashes/Harnesses
Cat Litter (non-clumping)
Small Litter Boxes
Small Cat Food Dishes (ceramic)
Newspapers (no advertisements)

Toledo Animal Rescue is 
always in need of supplies. 
We appreciate anything 
you can donate to help the 
animals. Feel free to
drop off any of these
items during our regular
business hours.

RESCUE WISH LIST
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FROM JOHANNA’S DESK
agencies whose goals closely align with our own. I’m 
also thrilled to say that in 2019 we surpassed both 
our 2018 number of animal intakes as well as our 
2018 number of adoptions! We always strive to help 
as many cats and dogs in transition as possible, and 
hope to responsibly increase our lifesaving potential 
each and every year.

Please consider making a year-end financial gift to 
the Toledo Animal Rescue so that we can continue 
to develop our lifesaving capabilities and strive to 
help even more animals that need love and care in 
2020. Your donations make possible our efforts of 
caring for and finding loving homes for cats and dogs 
without families to call their own. As a 501(C)(3) 
nonprofit organization, when our donors contribute 
to our cause, these funds go directly towards helping 
our animals. This often takes the form of spay/neuter 
procedures, vaccinations, medication, food, water, 
enrichment and play, a temporary shelter to call 
home, and constant love and affection provided by 
our dedicated Rescue team and volunteers.

With your support, we hope to see all our animals 
one day celebrating the holiday season from a cozy 
home, surrounded by the warmth of family and 
unconditional love.

I thank you for your generosity and support and 
wish you the happiest holiday season.

Sincerely,
Johanna Rahkonen
Deputy Director

“There may be days when I can’t help an 
animal in need, but the day will never come 

that I won’t try.”
 ~ Paul Oxton, Founder/Director Wild Hearts

Wildlife Foundation

As I write this letter, it is breakfast time here at the 
Toledo Animal Rescue. I can hear the barking of the 
dogs eagerly awaiting their first meal of the day and, 
every now and again, I can hear the rustling of a litter 
box or the jingling of a bell as it is knocked aside 
by playful kitten paws. Each creature currently in 
the care of the Toledo Animal Rescue has their own 
story of how they came to be with us. Many of these 
animals have faced abuse, or had a loving family who 
faced the devastating reality of no longer being able 
to care for them, or were born on the street and never 
knew the warmth of a home to sleep in or a family 
to love them. Regardless of their past, I’m proud to 
say that everyone here at Toledo Animal Rescue is 
working hard to provide these animals with a bright 
new future!

I’m pleased to report that this has been an exciting 
and transformational year for the Rescue with many 
new beginnings of our own! In 2019 we celebrated 
our first annual Walks & Wags event at Walbridge 
Park, implemented new shelter software to maximize 
our operational potential, began developing and 
implementing a dog enrichment program, and 
fostered new transfer relationships with other 



Toledo Animal Rescue is part of the Kroger Community 
Rewards. It’s easy to sign up and it is FREE!

Every time you shop and use your Kroger Plus Card, Kroger 
will make a donation to the Toledo Animal Rescue at no cost 
to you and it won’t effect your gas points!

Visit krogercommunityrewards.com and register Toledo 
Animal Rescue (VK332) as the organization that benefits 
every time you use your Kroger Plus Card.

REWARDS FOR THE RESCUE
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Jake, a 4-year-old Shar Pei 
mix, came to us on July 3, 
2019, from an overcrowded 
shelter Southeast of 
Columbus, Ohio. Not 
much is known about his 
time prior to coming to 
the Rescue, only that he 

had been chained outside his whole life with a number of 
other dogs.

After arriving at the Rescue, it was discovered that Jake 
was heartworm positive. He also developed a nasty case of 
pneumonia which required prompt medical attention and 
a rigorous and intensive treatment plan. Jake recovered 
quickly from pneumonia but soon faced a new challenge. 
It was discovered that Jake had a large mass on his left 
hind leg. A biopsy revealed the mass to be a low-grade 
mast cell tumor. 

To avoid amputation, it was decided to perform surgery to 
remove the cancerous tumor. 

Jake’s Journey
In early October, Jake had his operation and we are happy 
to report that everything went well. Jake is now fully 
recovered and has recently started a regiment of oral 
chemotherapy.

Everyone here at Toledo Animal 
Rescue knows that a dog like 
Jake, who has so much love 
to give and has received so 
little in return during his life, 
is truly deserving of this kind 
of second chance. This is not 
an easy journey for Jake or his 
caretakers, and it will be some 
time before he is ready to find 
his forever home.

As you can imagine, the expense required to treat Jake’s 
cancer puts a financial strain on a nonprofit as small as the 
Toledo Animal Rescue. We appreciate any donations that 
can help offset Jake’s medical expenses.

Visit toledoanimalrescue.org/jake for Jake’s full story and updates on his journey.

Remember to enroll 
every year!

kroger
community
rewards
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