
SUMMER NEWSLETTER

Even though things are a little topsy-turvy right now 
with the ongoing COVID-19 crisis, the Toledo Animal 
Rescue is still moving forward with Walks & Wags 
presented by our friends at Buckeye Broadband -- 
only this year it will be a virtual event.

How Our Virtual Event Works:
Registration is open now and it is only $15. Every 
registration will include a Walks & Wags sWag Goodie 
Bag (drawstring backpack) filled with pet and human 
items provided by participating vendors/sponsors 
including Pet Supplies Plus and PetPeople.

On September 19th you can drive by Glass City Dog 
Park, show your registration coupon, and pick up your 
Goodie Bag(s) from your vehicle. If you’re a member 
of the Glass City we encourage you to bring your dog 
and go for a walk!

Also, for something fun, every registration will give 
you the option to upload a photo at our website. It 
can be a picture of your animal(s) or your family or 
both! We will post your picture to our Walks & Wags 
Gallery so we can show everyone how cool you are for 
supporting us!

Register today and help us support Toledo 
Animal Rescue’s mission to educate, shelter, 
and place abandoned and homeless dogs 
and cats. 

For complete details: toledoanimalrescue.org/wags
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Presented By Buckeye Broadband

VIRTUAL

Registration Going On Now! Go To: toledoanimalrescue.org/wags 

Buckeye Broadband, Karnik, and Glass City Dog Park are true 
friends of the Rescue and major sponsors of this year’s virtual event.
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Letter From The President
Friends,

The Toledo Animal Rescue board members and I want to express 
how very grateful we are to each and every one of you who so 
generously chose to support the Toledo Animal Rescue. Your 
contributions are crucial in allowing us to take in, care for, and 
adopt out the animals at the Rescue.

We have kept our doors open, despite the COVID-19 crisis, by 
instituting proper protocols including social-distancing, the 
wearing of masks and continual sanitation of touchable surfaces. 
We’ve continued to open our doors to animals who need our 
help and we work diligently to find homes for them. The safety 
of our staff, animal, volunteers, and guests continues to be the 
top priority as we navigate our way through this unprecedented 
time.

There are a number of initiatives on the horizon that will continue 
to expand our impact on the animals in our care. We are laying 
the groundwork to transform our kennels to improve the living 
conditions of our canine residents. We are excited to increase 
the number of large and small dogs we can shelter in this 
improved environment. The cats in our care will also experience 
improvements in their living conditions. When all is finished, and 
the COVID-19 issues are behind us, we will be excited to host 
an Open House for our supporters and dear friends to see the 
exciting changes.

Last year’s Walks & Wags was a big success and a lot of fun. This 
year, due to COVID-19, things will be a little different. You can 
learn more about our Virtual Walks & Wags on the front page of 
this newsletter. 

In closing, I express my most sincere gratitude. As a nonprofit 
organization that receives no local, state or federal funding, 
the Toledo Animal Rescue depends solely on your continued 
generosity to remain solvent and able to serve this community. 
Year after year (for over 90 years) you made the homeless 
animals of the Rescue your priority and in doing so change lives 
– both four-legged and two-legged. 

Without  YOU,  it wouldn’t be PAWssible.
Sincerely,

Pam Koontz, Board President
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Toledo Animal Rescue is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization. The Rescue doesn’t receive any 

government funding and relies solely on donations.

Follow us on
Facebook & Instagram
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Enrichment:  “A 
process for 
improving the 
environment 
and behavioral 
care of confined 
animals within the 
context of their 
behavioral needs” 
(the Society of 

Animal Welfare Administrators). What does this 
mean in practical terms? A simple definition with 
profound consequences for shelter animals when not 
implemented consistently or correctly. The purpose of 
quality enrichment is to reduce animal stress, increase 
healthy behaviors, reduce the risk of illness (or help 
speed up recovery from illness) and, reduce the length 
of stay in our facility prior to adoption. It short, proper 
enrichment creates healthy, happy and well adjusted 
cats and dogs so that they can go to good homes in 
the shortest time and safest way possible.

With enrichment being so important, how do we 
prioritize this at Toledo Animal Rescue?  It is no secret 
that a full shelter is both a positive and a negative 
concept. We are full because members of the human 
and animal community need our help. But being full 
not only stresses the animals out but it puts a greater 
importance on our Rescue team to ensure each animal 
gets what they need. Clean beds, fresh food and water, 
empty litter trays, yards free of dog waste…the daily 

Enriching Lives

Visit toledoanimalrescue.org/donate to make a tax-deductible donation.

chores list goes on and on and takes a great deal of 
time and attention. The big motivator for our team to 
get this work done is they can then think of new and 
creative ways to enrich our dogs and cats. 
 
Enrichment is fun for people and animals alike. Ever 
watch a kitten bat around a toy mouse? Give a dog a 
Kong filled with peanut butter? How about use a laser 
pointer in a room full of cats? All great entertainment 
for us and wonderful enrichment activities for them. 
The best part about creating activities and spaces for 
healthier and happier animals is the sky’s the limit and 
we don’t need to break the bank doing it.  

At the Toledo Animal Rescue, we strive everyday to 
improve the lives of the cats and dogs in our care. 
With proper 
nutrition, housing 
and enrichment 
activities, we are 
able to do this 
and more. And 
with each passing 
month, we are 
coming up with 
new and creative 
ways to accomplish 
our mission and keep our focus on the animals. Want 
to learn more how you can help? Give us a call and just 
maybe you’ll end up in a room full of kittens laughing 
and playing in the name of Enrichment!

By Director Steve Kiessling

Even a global pandemic could not stop 
Kitten Season from coming. It’s the time 
of year when shelters and rescues across 
the country are filled to capacity with 
litters of unwanted felines. When the 
weather is warmer, cats are out roaming 
and reproducing at a faster pace than 
during milder seasons. Many shelters 
are seeing the impact of this problem, 
which leads to extremely overcrowded 
conditions.

The Toledo Animal Rescue is taking on 
Kitten Season head-on. We’re dealing 
with multiple litters that put a strain on 
our resources. Our amazing team does a 
great job even though sometimes it feels 
like we just can’t get ahead. If you are 
thinking about adoption, please contact 
the Rescue and any donations made 
during this time will also will help make 
a big difference.

Kitten Season 2020



What can you do at toledoanimalrescue.org?
• Register for Walks & Wags

• Make a secure donation

• See the animals that are    
   available for adoption

• Fill out an adoption application

Meet Our New Director
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Visit toledoanimalrescue.org/donate to make a tax-deductible donation.

Hello friends of the 
Rescue. My name is 
Steve Kiessling and 
I’m the new director 
of this amazing 
organization. By the 
time you get this 
newsletter, my tenure 

at Toledo Animal Rescue will be less than 4 
months long. But in that short time, I have learned 
many valuable things that I hope will highlight our 
work and our mission for you.

• The Toledo Animal Rescue is one of the oldest 
non-profits in Toledo and the first “no-kill” 
shelter in the region. At 93 years young, we have 
helped countless dogs and cats find new, loving 
homes.

• Creativity, with a fair bit of best practice 
research, are key. As we have aged, we have 
continued to change our ways to ensure each 
animal receives the best care and enrichment 
while they are with us. We will forever seek out 
emerging technologies and practices to connect 
our animals with those seeking to adopt faster 
and more efficiently. The quicker we can get an 
animal adopted, the more successful that new 
relationship will be.

• Our phones are constantly ringing. This is both 
a blessing and a curse. A blessing because 
it gives us the opportunity to help so many 
people find answers to their questions or help 
them surrender their dog or cat (never an easy 

choice). A curse because we can’t help everyone 
that calls. Whether it is an injured animal found 
or an abandoned house with dozens of feral 
cats, we can offer guidance but usually not a 
permanent solution. 

• Animal people are amazing. This I already knew 
but it is worth it to say again and again. Our 
donors, board members, volunteers, and our 
Rescue team care deeply for the animals and do 
their part to further the Rescue’s mission.

• We have the ability to do so much more. We 
adopted out more cats and dogs in May than 
any other month since July 2016. And you know 
what? It was fun! Seeing happy families leaving 
with a new pet to love and helping our cats 
and dogs find great homes is the whole point 
of why the Toledo Animal Rescue exists. With 
your help, whether through a donation, a like 
and a share on our Facebook page, or a positive 
endorsement to a friend or neighbor looking to 
adopt, we can make beautiful things happen.

This is obvious a short list. As time goes on, I 
will gladly share more observations and insights. 
When we all settle into a rhythm in a post 
COVID-19 world, I look forward to meeting and 
talking with as many of you possible. 

Thank you for supporting the Toledo 
Animal Rescue.  

Best,

• Sign up for our e-newsletter

• Fill out a volunteer application

• Shop at our online Rescue Store

• Check out our event calendar

• Post a lost or found animal



Thank You For Supporting
The Rescue
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A Walk In The Park
Robert Ackerman
Gary and Suzanne Adams
Carey Aiossa
John and Downna Aja
Joyce and Richard Almester
Kenneth Anderson
Debra Arnoldi
Debra Ashton
Richard Baker
Virginia Barnard
Joanie Barrett
Donna Bates
Ruth  Baumann
Barbara Baumgartner
Holly Baumgartner
Gayle Bayer
Dawn Beattie
Thomas and Kari Beckenhauer
Robert Bell
Ann Benjamin
Gary and Donna Benjamin
John Bergerner
Douglas Berry
Brenda Billow
Debra Blackburn
Mr. and Mrs. Blaylock
Barbara Boardman
Louis Boehk
Lawrence Boesel
David and Rosanne Boudouris
Dorothy Bowen
Carl and Anna Mae Bowles 
Julieanne Bradshaw
Sandra Brady
Ed Braker
Gerald and Lisi Brandman
Barbara Brown
Marcia and Thomas Brown
Tommy Brummett
Jeffrey and Sandra Brunswick
Carol Buchanan 
Buckeye Broadband
Dale and Patricia Buehrer
George and Prudence Burnes
Diane and Ted Butler
Wendy Capeline
Russell Carlin
Mike Carlo
Sherrie Casaday
Evan Chase
Michelle and Lou Cocchiarella
Allie Cocke 
Phil and Susan Cocke 
Jen Coger
Michael and Deborah Condon
JoAnn Cook
Jeffery Coolman
Marlene Coop
Mildred Corey
Linda Cousin
Larry Cuigini
Nan Dahrigner
Dale’s Barber Shop
Susan Daly
Sally Daniel
Michael and Alana Danko
Fred and Carri Dannhauser
Stephen Darling
Carol DeGroff
Diane Denis

Karen Denune
Shelley Derkin
Ginny and Paul Dernavich
John Dernavich
Isabel and Kathy Dever
Elise Devers
Jeffrey Dillin
Carol Dills
John Donofrio
Joyce Douglas
Dan Dreher
Patricia Dunlap
Linda Dunmyer
Durkin Family Gift Fund
Karyn Dutridge
Mary Duwve
Donna Easton
Elodie and Lisa Eckenrode 
Edward Lamb Foundation, Inc
Laura Eins
Mark Elliot
Marilyn Embury
Julieanne Ennis
C.N. and C.G. Eppink
Janet Eschedor
Wilson and Jenean Eschoo
Carol Escobar
Raymon Fall
Janice Farmer
Mark Feigenbaum
Lora Fischer
Sandy and David Flick
Maria Florek
Eric Folk
Craig Frederickson
Donald and Mary Frick
Sandra Frosch
Becky Fuhrman
Dane and Cathy Fuller
Bonnie Fumo
William and Mary Garbe
James Garbers
Bruce and Susan Gawecki
Kandi Gibson
Terri and Darrell Gill
Carol Gillooly
Glass City Dog Park
Mary Ellen Gosman
Max Gottfried
Sheila Gramenz
Larry Grove
Altolise Guy
Habitec Security-Holland
Steve and Vicki Hall
Wendy Hall
Carol Hamilton
Margaret Hammock
Maureen and Steve Hammock
Mick Hammock
Nancy Harder
James Harrell
Dan and Connie Hasselschwert
Lila Hatoum
Ronald Henderson 
Henley Family Trust-Kay A. Henley
Sue Hermes
Brenda Hess
Marianne Hewlett
Joann Hiner
Jane Hoffheins
Cynthia Hoffman

Timothy and Cynthia Holt
HOT Graphics
Randy and Linda Hottinger
Karen and Brian Hubans
Martha Huepenbecker
Judith Hughes
Frank and Sally Hummel
Robert Hunt
Judy and William Huss
Marilyn Hyder
Dan Hymore
Invisible Fence Toledo
Jules and Elaine Isaacson
Sandy Isenberg
Amy Ivanoff
John’Asia Jackson
Michael and Bernadine Jacobs
Molly Jakubec
Deb and Jim Jennings
Robert and Susan Johnson
Kathie Johnson
Jeanne Johnston
Louise Kahle
Mary and Steve Karr
Karnik
Sharon Keesee
Virginia Keil
Kate Kelley
Brian Kennedy
Andrea Kenney
Juanita Kesler
K.P. Kinahan
Richard Klade
Mary Knecht
Darla Koepka
Pam and Mike Koontz
Dorothy Kott
Terry and Melissa Kuhl
Norman Kuhlman
Dennis Kujawa
Bonnie and John Kupa
Kimberly Kurek
Maryann Kurtz
Ladies of the Night Red Hat Group
Colleen Lancz
Larry and Dane LaPonte
James and Cynthia Lauczak
Donald Leary 
Marcy Lefevre
Andre Lemerand
Deb and Donna Lennex
Joe Lennex
Kimberly Lennex
Steven Lennex
Martha Lewis
Ray and Dede Lewis
Tiffany Lighten
Nancy and Michael Ligibel
Charles Linden
Joan Lloyd
Irmgard Long
Carol Loos
James and Cynthia Loos
Becky Lovelady
Patricia Lozny
Clara Lucarelli
Victor and Shirley Lucarelli
Robert and Elaine Ludeman
Marathon Petroleum Company
JoAnn Marin
David Martinez

David and Rachel Martinez
Maumee Pediatrics
Masco Corporation
Robert Mason
Ariana Mason
Jacob Mason
Clint and Linda McBee
Donna McDonald
Molly McKinney
Ann Meier
Karen Merrels
Lynne Merritt
Robert and Susan Mettling
Amanda Micheli
E.R. Micheli
Arthur and Mary Miller
Robert and Karen Mohr
Sadie Morgan
Janet Morris
Brenda Mossing
Cheryl Myers
Mike Myers
Lawrence and Katherine Nameche
Lindsay Naumann
Celinda Niggemyer
Leslie Nikolakos
Kara Nissen
Marion Norbrega-Milligan
Ellen Novak
The Nowak Family
Colleen Null
Andrew Oberdier
Joan Ockuly
Ohio Living Swan Creek
Jack and Anne O’Shea
Curt and Alison Osmun
Anne Palmer
Joan Paulson
Mary Pellioni
Pet Supplies Plus - Alexis Rd
James Petlow
PetPeople Enterprises
PetValu
Janet Pindoley
Kevin and Karen Pituch
Nelson Pixler
Kimberly Ploucha
Megan Popp
Jackie Porter
Wendy Poskarbiewez
Mary Alice Powell
Robin Prettyman
Penn and Charlotte Pritchett
Karen Pugh
Pups Paradise Sylvania LLC
Donald Reder
The Reiley Families 
Mary and Thomas Reuss
Terri Reynolds
Nancy Rieck
Judith Riggle
Margie Rippel
Steven and Lynn Ritzert
Barbara Rizzo
Denise Robedeau
Pamela Roberts
Claire Robinson
Deborah Robinson
William and Theresa Romp
Janice Rousch
Jackie Rousseau-Werner
William Rugh
Cynthia Rulason
Bretta Ruse
Loreto Salamasi
Reba Sarver
Amanda Saunders Gayle Schaber
Diane Schafer

Susan Schmidt
Allan and Joan Schroeder
Christine Schultz
Russ and Judy Schultz
Kevin and Linda Schutt
April Schwarzkopf
Kathleen Scott
Jay Scouten
Stephen Serchuk
Melissa Shaner
Marsha Shaughnessy
Bart Shaw
Barbara Sheets
Rodney and Pamela Shelton
Audrey Sherman
Robin and Denise Shermis
John and Phyllis Shine
Mike and Judy Skapik
Sarah Skow
Eldon Smith
Ron Snider
Steve Sopko
Naomi Spencer
SPH Athletic Board
Patrice Spitzer
Donald and Barbara St. John
Jeff Stoll
D.D. Stonehill
James and Roberta Strabler
Hugh, Greg, and Sarah Strange
Jane Sweeney
Frank and Darla Szozda
Karen and Vartov Tavitian
Lori Taylor
Peter Theut
Miriam Thomas
Thomas A Schmitt Rev. Trust
Heather Toner
Erik and Charlene Treves
Beatrice Troxell
Marlene and Thomas Uhler
Marilyn Ulrich
Wes Valley
Stephanie VanAlst
JoEllen Vangalder
Paula and Stephen Verhoff
VFW of Ohio Charities Post 2898
Garyle Voss
Maria Wade
Bonnie Wakefield
Nicole Wallis
Jim Walters
Katie Warchol
Thomas Wawrzyniak
Sonia Wegner
Ruth “Cookee” Westmeyer
Kimberly Wheat
Richard and Delia Wheatley
Bradley and Louise White
Tom Wierzbicki
Marcia Wijas
Patricia Williams
Karen Wilson
Terry and Gerald Wilson
Jayna Wittevrongel
Beverly Wolcott
Debere Worley-Heard
Margaret Wroblewski
Paul Wroe
Roger Wyman
Becky Yarberry
Patricia Young
Thomas Zackasee
Susan Zemla
Tiffany Zemski
Lynda Zenz
Saundra Zima

JUNE 2019 - JUNE 2020 SUPPORTERS/DONORS



Rescue Wish List
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REWARDS
FOR THE RESCUE
Toledo Animal Rescue

is part of the
Kroger Community Rewards. 
It’s easy to sign up and it is 

FREE!

Visit

krogercommunityrewards.com

and register Toledo Animal 

Rescue (VK332) as the 

organization that benefits

every time you use your

Kroger Plus Card.

Every time you shop and use 

your Kroger Plus Card, Kroger 

will make a donation to the 

Toledo Animal Rescue at no 

cost to you and it won’t effect

your gas points!

Remember to enroll
every year!

Cleaning Supplies
Dawn Dish Soap
Bleach (Clorox)
Laundry Soap
Dryer Sheets
Paper Towels
Toilet Paper (sewer safe)
Swiffer Dusters Refills
Trash Bags (33 & 13 gallon)

Pet Care Supplies
Cat Toys (no catnip)
Dog Toys
Hills Science Diet Food
Collars/Leashes/Harnesses
Cat Litter (non-clumping)
Small Litter Boxes
Small Cat Food Dishes (ceramic)
Newspapers (no advertisements)

Toledo Animal Rescue is always in need of supplies. We appreciate anything you can 
donate to help the animals. Feel free to drop off any of these items during our regular 
business hours.

Visit toledoanimalrescue.org and select 

“SHOP” from the top navigation.

Every purchase helps our Rescue! 

We add new items all the time.

All proceeds benefit the Toledo Animal Rescue. Discount code expires December 31, 2020
and can only be used once. Minimum $20 purchase to receive discount. Restrictions may apply. 

USE CODE SUMMER2020
AT CHECKOUT TO 
SAVE 15% OFF 

EVERYTHING IN YOUR CART

                   GIFT CARDS
                  NOW AVAILABLE



We highlighted “Jakes Journey” in 
the winter issue of our newsletter. 
We thought everyone would like a 
quick update on how Jake is doing.

Quick Backstory
Jake came to us in July of 2019 
from an overcrowded shelter 
Southeast of Columbus, Ohio. Not 
much is known about his time prior 
to coming to the Rescue, only that 
he had been chained outside his 
whole life with a number of other 
dogs.

After his arrival, the Rescue team 
discovered a large mass on Jake’s 
hind leg. A biopsy revealed a mass 
to be a low-grade mast cell tumor 
which required surgery to remove.

Update
After recovering from surgery, his 
oncologist decided the best course 
of action would be to start Jake 
on 12 months of chemotherapy. 
It started out well, but in January 
we witnessed some severe, 

Jake’s Update

Including Toledo Animal Rescue in your estate 
planning allows you to make a profound and lasting 
impact on our future sustainability. It also ensures that 
your generosity continues to help us provide shelter 
and care for abandoned, surrendered, and homeless 
animals.

When naming Toledo Animal Rescue in your Will, you 
may leave a specific dollar amount, a set percentage 
of your estate, or a particular property. You can also 
name the Rescue as the beneficiary of your retirement 
plan, life insurance policy, bank account, mutual fund, 

Leaving A Legacy
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possibly life-threatening, 
complications revolving 
around his treatments. 
His quality of life was 
declining, and it had 
become obvious to the 
Rescue team that he 
was not a happy pup. 
After consulting with 
his oncologist, and the 
Rescue’s veterinarian, it 
was decided to end is 
chemotherapy. It was time to focus 
on giving him the best possible life 
with the time he has left.  

After being removed from the 
chemo, Jake started to perk up 
and was back to being his sweet, 
loving self. When he had fully 
recovered from the side effects of 
the treatment, he was placed in a 
foster home. He now has a family 
who is home with him 24/7, four 
brothers and sisters who he loves 
dearly, and a big yard to play in. He 
enjoys cuddling up with his siblings, 
barking at the mailman, long naps 

charitable remainder trust, or charitable lead trust. 
Each of these options may help you reduce your 
estate taxes. Consult your financial or legal advisor as 
you consider your options.

Please let us know if you have included Toledo Animal 
Rescue in your estate planning so we can thank and 
recognize you.

in patches of sun, and taking up 
the entire king-sized mattress. He 
is enjoying life, and happy to be 
surrounded by love!

It is estimated that Jake will have 
at least another 5 years of a fun-
filled life. The team at the Rescue is 
extremely happy we were able to 
get to know Jake and contribute to 
his bright future.

Please visit toledoanimalrescue.org/donate to make
a donation. Your support will help us continue to

make lives better for animals like Jake.




